CHAPTER 7
JONES COUNTY NU SANCE ORDI NANCE
TITLE V - PUBLIC ORDER, SAFETY & HEALTH

ARTI CLE |
GENERAL

SECTION 1. TITLE
This O dinance shall be known and may be cited and referred to as the Jones
County Nui sance O di nance

SECTION 2. PURPOSE AND OBJECTI VES

This Ordinance is adopted in accordance with, and as authorized by 1997 |owa
Code Chapter 657, Nuisances, and 1997 lowa Code Chapter 331, County Hone
Rule. The purpose of this Odinance is to protect the health, safety, and
wel fare of the citizens and safety of property of Jones County by providing
for removal of nuisances.

SECTI ON 3.  DEFI NI TI ONS

A. The term "refuse" shall nean all waste, trash, garbage, junk, junk
nmachi nery, rubbish, ashes or other substance, whether that substance be
wood, paper, netal, plastic, organic, or other type of product offensive
to sight and snell or dangerous to the public or individual health that
are placed on or in any public or private place.

B. The term "junk vehicle" shall nean any unlicensed vehicle stored within
the unincorporated area of the County and which has any one of the
foll owi ng characteristics:

1. Broken @ ass. Any vehicle with a broken or cracked w ndshield, w ndow,
or headlight or any other cracked or broken gl ass.

2. Broken, Loose, or Mssing Part. Any vehicle with a broken, |oose, or
m ssi ng fender, door, bunper, hood, or door handle or w ndow handl e or
steering wheel, trunk top or trunk handle, or tail pipe.

3. Habitat for Nuisance Aninals or Insects. Any vehicle, which has becone
the habitat for rats, mce, snakes, or any other vermn or insect.

4, Flammable Fuel. Any vehicle which contains gasoline, or any other
fl ammabl e f uel

5. Inoperable. Any notor vehicle that lacks an engine, or two or nore
wheel s or other structural parts, rendering said notor vehicle totally
i noper abl e.

6. Defective or (hsolete Condition. Any other vehicle which, because of
its defective or obsolete condition, in any other way constitutes a
threat to the public health and safety.

C. For the purpose of this Odinance the term "nui sance" neans whatever is
injurious to health, indecent, or unreasonably offensive to the senses or
an obstacle to the free use of property, so as essentially to
unreasonably interfere with the <confortable enjoynment of Ilife or
property. The followi ng are declared to be nui sances:

1. The erecting, continuing, or using any building or other place for the
exercise of any trade, enploynent, or nanufacture, which, by
occasi oni ng noxi ous exhal ati ons, unreasonable offensive snells, |oud



10.

11.

12.

or excessive noise |levels, or other annoyances, becones injurious and
dangerous to the health, confort, or property of individual or the
public, or which causes unreasonable distress to the occupants of any
residence or public building located in the vicinity.

The storage, collection, discharge or deposit of any offal, filth or
noi sone substance in any private or public place to the prejudice of
ot hers.

The obstructing or inmpeding without |egal authority the passage of any
navi gabl e river, harbor, or collection of water.

The corrupting or rendering unwhol esone or inmpure the water of any
river, stream or pond, or unlawfully diverting the sane from its
natural course or state, to the injury or prejudice of others.

The obstructing or encunbering by fences, buildings, or otherw se the
public roads, private ways, streets, alleys, comons, |anding places
or burying grounds.

Bi | | boards, signboards, and advertising signs, whether erected and
constructed on public or private property, which so obstruct and
inmpair the view of any portion or part of a public street, avenue,
hi ghway, boulevard, or alley or of a railroad or street railway track
as to render dangerous the use thereof.

Junk notor vehicles, or any portions thereof |ocated on any private or
public property.

Any object or structure hereafter erected within one thousand feet of
the limts of any nunicipal or regularly established airport or
| anding place, which may endanger or obstruct aerial navigation,
including take-off and landing, unless such object or structure
constitutes a proper use or enjoynent of the land on which the sane is
| ocat ed.

The depositing or storing of flammable junk, such as old rags, rope,
cordage, rubber, bones, and paper, by dealers of such articles, unless
stored in a building of fireproof construction.

Any building or structure which has been abandoned, or which because
of inadequate maintenance, dilapidation, decay, danage, faulty
construction or arrangenent, inadequate light, air or sanitation
facilities, or otherwise is determned to be unsanitary, unfit for
human habitation or in such a condition that is likely to threaten the
health or safety; of others.

Property which is not connected to public drainage systens when said
property can be connected to a public drainage systens from an
abutting property, and when said connection is necessary for public
health or safety.

A dense growth of all weeds, vines, brush, or other growh which
constitutes a health, safety, or fire hazard.



13. An accunul ation of refuse in any private or public place.

14. Any condition that is conducive to the reproduction or harborage of
flies, nosquitoes, rodents, and other vermin of public health
significance so as to threaten the health and safety of others.

15. Carcasses of dead aninmals that have not been disposed of after death
as provided by | aw.

D. The installation and continued use of outdoor lighting that produces
glare and/or light trespass that nmy decrease security, creates hazards
through glare, or creates a distraction which prohibits or interferes
with the enjoynent of life or property, shall be declared a nuisance.

1. The term"light trespass" shall nmean spill light falling over property
lines that illumnate adjacent grounds or buildings in an
obj ecti onabl e nanner.

2. The term “glare” shall nean the sensation produced by a bright source
within the visual field that is sufficiently brighter than the |evel
to which the eyes are adapted, to cause annoyance, disconfort, or |oss
in visual performance and visibility.

SECTI ON 4. SCOPE OF ORDI NANCE

The provisions of this Ordinance shall apply to all private property |ocated
within Jones County, lowa which are also |located outside the boundaries of
any incorporated city.

SECTI ON 5.  NUI SANCE RESTRI CTI ONS ON FARMS
A farm or farm operation shall not be found to be a nuisance under this
ordi nance unl ess one of the foll owing exceptions apply:

A. The nuisance is the result of a farm operation determned to be in
violation of a federal statute or regulation or state statute or rule.

B. The nuisance results fromthe negligent operation of the farmor farm
oper ati on.

C. The nuisance results in injuries or danmges because of the pollution
or change in condition of the waters of a stream or the nuisance
results in the overflowi ng of water onto anot her person's land, or the
nui sance results in excessive soil erosion onto another person's |and

ARTI CLE 11
PRCOCEDURE

SECTION 1.  NUI SANCES PRCHI BI TED
The creation or maintenance of a nuisance is prohibited, and a nuisance,
public or private, may be abated in the manner provided in this Odinance.

SECTION 2. NOTI CE TO ABATE NU SANCE
Whenever the Jones County Board of Supervisors, or other authorized County
officer finds that a nuisance exists as defined in this Odinance, the Jones




County Board of Supervisors shall cause to be served upon the property owner
a witten notice to abate the nuisance within a reasonable tine after
noti ce.

SECTION 3. CONTENTS OF NOTI CE TO ABATE
The notice to abate shall contain:

A. A description of what constitutes the nuisance.
B. The |l ocation of the nuisance.
C. A statenent of the act or acts necessary to abate the nuisance.

D. Areasonable tinme within which to conplete the abatenment. Thirty (30)
days shall generally be considered a reasonable tine for abatenent to
be conpl et ed. The Jones County Board of Supervisors shall consider
each case on an individual basis to determ ne whether thirty (30) days
shall be allowed for abatenent, or whether nore or less tine shall be
al | oned.

E. A statement that if the nuisance is not abated as directed and no
request for hearing is nade within the tine prescribed, the County
will abate the nuisance and assess the costs against the property
owner .

SECTION 4. METHOD OF SERVI CE
The notice may be served by certified mail or personal service to the
property owner as shown by the records of the Jones County Auditor.

SECTION 5. REQUEST FOR RECONSI DERATI ON

Any person ordered to abate a nuisance nay appeal to the Jones County Board
of Supervisors for reconsideration as to whether a nuisance exists. A
request for reconsideration nust be nmade in witing and delivered to the
Jones County Board of Supervisors within the time stated in the notice. A
time and date for reconsideration shall be set by the Jones County Board of
Super vi sors. Fol l owi ng the reconsideration hearing the Jones County Board
of Supervisors shall render a witten decision either affirmng or
overruling its initial determnation that a nuisance existed. The findings
of the Jones County Board of Supervisors shall be conclusive, and if a
nui sance is found to continue to exist, it shall be ordered abated within a
ti me reasonabl e under the circunstances.

SECTION 6. ABATEMENT | N EMERGENCY

If it is determned that an energency exists by reason of the continuing
mai nt enance of a nuisance, Jones County nay perform any action that nmay be
requi red under this Odinance without prior notice and assess the costs as
provided in this Odinance after notice to the property owner and heari ng.

SECTION 7. ABATEMENT BY COUNTY

If the property owner fails to abate the nuisance by the date given in a
properly served notice, the County may performthe required action to abate,
and the costs incurred by the County shall be assessed to the property for
collection in the sane manner as a property tax.




SECTI ON 8. GOUNTY | NFRACTI ON

A violation of this Odinance shall constitute a county infraction which
shal | be punishable by a civil penalty against the owner of the property or
any other individual in |lawful possession of the property, in an anount not
to exceed that allowed by lowa Code Section 331.307 (1.), as now or
hereafter anended. Alternatively, or in addition to, constitution of a
county infraction, a person found in violation of this ordinance may be
guilty of a sinple msdeneanor, and on conviction thereof be subject to such
maxi nrum penalty as the law allows in lowa Code Section 903.1, as now or
hereafter amended. Each day that a violation occurs or is permtted to exist
by the respondent/defendant constitutes a separate offense.

In addition to any civil penalty inposed for violating this Odinance, a
court may grant appropriate relief to abate or halt the violation, including
all of the options available pursuant to lowa Code Section 331.307, as now
or hereafter anended.

ARTI CLE 111
M SCELLANECUS

SECTION 1. SEVERABILITY

This O dinance and any anendnent hereto and the various parts, sections

subsections and clauses thereof, are hereby declared to be severable. | f
any part, sentence, paragraph, subsection, section or clause is adjudged
unconstitutional or invalid, it is hereby provided that the renmai nder of the
O di nance or anendnent hereto shall not be affected thereby.

SECTION 2. RELATIONSH P TO OTHER LAWS

Not hing contained herein shall serve to abrogate, Ilimt, repeal, or
ot herwi se nodify any other ordinance, statute, or regulation by the County,
State or Federal governnent.

SECTI ON 3. EFFECTI VE DATE
This Odinance shall be in full force and effect from and after its final
passage, approval, and publication as provided by |aw.

Passed and approved March 24, 1998
Publ i shed April 1, 2, and 3, 1998

Amrended Cct ober 12, 1999
Publ i shed Cctober 27, 28, and 29, 1999

Anended Septenber 3, 2002
Publ i shed Septenber 18, 19, and 20, 2002

Amrended Decenber 2, 2003
Publ i shed Decenber 12, 17, and 18, 2003



